
TOWN OF BASS LAKE, SAWYER COUNTY
ORDINANCE REGARDING ALL PUBLIC ACCESSES IN BASS LAIG INCLUDING THE

PUBLIC ACCESS STRIPS LOCATED IN THE NORTHWOODS BEACH SUBDIVISION
NO.2016 -XX-XX-4

SECTION I. PURPOSE 
-1

The purpose of this Ordinance is to provide rules and regulations for use, 
-.anr%:onduct 

on al1 public

accesses including in the public access strips on Grindstone Lake and Lac Courte OS{S&Ake in the Town of
Bass Lake under the Village Power provisions of sections 60.22 and,61.34. W,i#t#Wn Stuti$..

SECTION 2. INTENT W"
d:s9.*"q4P

The intent of the ordinance is to protect the shoreline and the publiffiterest$$b seirsitive areas on all public
accesses including along the shores of Grindstone Lake and Lac C"T@[t*j{W. lake dedicated to the public
by plats in 1925, 1926, and 1927 . The intent of the Town is to Qwmct ffffifleline and the pubiic interest in
these sensitive areas tlrough the management of vegetative covffand ng-made alterations. The management
of trees and vegetative cover is extremely important in anchori&llre ffie to protect the natural repose. The
management of any man-made alterations to the natural environmeWli provide additional protection against
the decline of the shorelines, lakes, and vegetative covffi.g_6

SECTION 3, LOCATION OF PUBLIC ACCESS SWTfrffiORTHWOODS BEACH

The public access strips are the public taoA, to.at'ibgff**4n. water's edge of Grindstone Lake and Lac
Courte Oreilles Lake and the platted lot lines rMAg described lots localed in the Northwoods Beach
Subdivision adjacent to said Grindstone La@pn@q Court Oreilles Lake, Sawyer County, Wisconsin, to wit:

. Lots l-16, Block l, Community $a"n 
-q.",-*

. Lots l-l6,Block l,DixonBea&L@ary|4

. Lots 1-13, I A-4A, Block l,g,ocffil Beach

. Lots 1-13, Block i, JanffiSeaffWtott 1-9, Block 18, Janesville Beach

. Lors l-23, Block I, Md;*b$;trK$b

. Lots l-25" and 27, Block R*hendpost Beach*:.]giffi; - -Xql-. Lots l-19. Block S"fir@ffion to Abendpost Beach

. Lots 1-14, Block {p,, First$ddition to Abendpost Beach

. Lots 1-20, BltiGk.i&@:Addifion to Abendpost Beach

. Lots 1-6, Wg*,-YQlFirst Addition to Abendpost Beach

. Lots 1-2f ,"qhtfte&dirst Addition to Abendpost Beach

. Lots 1-@s(&.23, First Additionto Abendpost Beach

The plat of the publfficess strips located in the Northwoods Beach subdivision dedicated to the public by
plats in 1925, 1926, and 1927 may be obtained from the Offrce ofthe Sawyer Co untry Register ofDeeds.

SECTION 4. CONDITIONS OF'USE

A) Except as authorized under this ordinance, no items shal1 be placed either temporarily or permanently
within any portion of the public accesses including the public access strips. Such items may include,
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but are not limited to: permanent structwes, sheds, fences, propane tanks, decks, wood piles. Items that
have been placed prior to August 11, 2015, shall be required to be removed. Items will be divided into
3 categories; Immediate Items, Short Term Items and Long Term Items (see Atiachment_A). Timing of
removal is dependent on category and sha1l be at the discretion ofthe Tou,n ofBass Lake Board.

B) The cuttingiremoval of any trees or vegetation is prohibited unless approved, in writing, by the Town
of Bass Lake Board. With the Town of Bass Lake, Sawyer County, Wisconsinleing the legal property
owner, the Town of Bass Lake Board decisions for cutting/remova.l of any @es or vegetation shall
follow all State of Wisconsin shoreline regulations, and shall conform Ud "q&1" 

with the lSawyer
County Zoning Shoreland-Wetland Protection Ordinance" jn effect Septefiffi$l2 ilrcluding, but
not limited to: ;.ry*

Section 17.1 BUFFER ZONE/SHORELINE VEGETATION ftMffiCTIoN AREA
General: To protect water quality, fish and wildlife habjffiqq!*fi@ga1 scenic beauty, and to
promote preservation and restoration of native veget@-n, I-dffi thht extends a minim um of
35'landward from the OHWM shall be established as afuetatig$ buffer zone. The removal of
vegetation in this buffer zone is prohibited excent gryftillo@6;T'

1) Removal of vegetation, to include loggffiig, on fffcels regardless of parcel size is
allowed only in accordance with the refum of this section. (See Section 17.3
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND AGftffiLTURAL EXEMPTIONS fOT

possible exemptions.) Xffi"_*
2) Creation of access and vier@g ffri&rs. Access ancl viewing conidors may be

creared provided thal: g*.k.6F-t
r) No single conidOrub&srpeed the lesser of 30% of the shoreline frontage or' 

30 feetls "r"-u"ffiicular to the side lot lines at the shoreline.
&*, -tF&'

r) Corridors.sh@nffi or less perpendiculax to the shoreline.f- ri"
o) There shq{{ be a mffimum separation distance of 70 feet between corridors on

thes@Si.-S ""'
A) effioii@und ali existing structues may be maintained to create a fire

,K"ffi-*a,. 
...d,lWridor shall be established closer than 10 feet to a side lot line.

,*6"%.*w,,.
ffi D ffi cotnbired width of all corridors on the same Lot may not exceed the lesser

* &. oW% of the shoreline frontage or 200 feet.

'; *$Cottiaors 
are created by the selective removal of r;hrubs and saplings (a young

:i!11;..,3*.. tree not over four inches in diameter at chest height) and the selective delimbing
,..-.- 

- o i' of iarger trees to provide a fiitered view..?... "..
*ryry h) Or through a plan approved by the Zoning & Conservation Administration.

3) * Not Applicable

4) * Not Applicable

5) Vegetation removal.

a) The following vegetation removal practices are allowed provided that there is
minimal soil disturbance ald replanting with native vegetative species takes
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place concunently. The property owner shall contact the Zontng &
Conservation Department prior to vegetation removal to determine if a permit
shall be required.

i) Exotic or invasive species.

ii) Damaged vegetation.

iii) Diseased vegetation. t
iv) Vegetation causing an imminent safegfue@

b) A property owner may be granted a pegffior adffiional vegetation
management activities in the buffer zone wiffi d#iled plan that shows all of
thefollowing: *)@t"i) The plan must show that tffiLisftf6signed to control erosion

by timiting sedimentatiorffi to tlreffirterbody
ii) The plan must showlfutfuffit is designed to improve the

plant community bgffiantiniih the same area
iii) The plan must shoffkthat tiffiproject is designed to maintain and

monitor the newly rfuSea
iv) Any permitSgred undeiihis sectjon must include an enforceable

restrictiorgffiffie the newly restored area.

17.2 Cutting more than 35 feet inland. g; - 
ff

1) From the inland edge of tfrb@ id8effifer zonelshoreline vegetation protection area to
the 75' setback distar4gffiffiordinary high-water mark the selective removal of
trees, shrubbery an$vffii6trKiall be allowed using accepted practices to protect
water quality. s 

-qX q&

2) From the inland fue of&S' setback distance from the ordinary high-water mark to
the outer limfuffieland, the cutting of trees, shrubbery and vegetation sha1l be
allowed tffi @plished using accepted forest management and soil conservation
practicffih.proffi t water quality.

i&siaFt$f:"
C) With the Town of Q?&qrLdfuq$awyer County, Wisconsin being the legal property ora,ner, the Town of

Bass Lake conditffioffifoi stairways, walkways and lifts, fences, and retaining wa.lls shall conform
and abide *ith & "Sffier County Zoning Shoreland-Wetland Protection Ordinaace" in effect
September 20fu"fuffiing, but not limited to:' -G# -*w

1) Sfu:W (4) Stairways, Walkways and Lifts. The Zoning & Conservation Administrator
m&$ffia stairway, walkway or lift in the setback area only when it is essential to provide'@iM* access to a legally permitted pier, boat hoist or boathouse because of steep slopes,
rockffi wet, unstable soils, and when the following conditions are met:

a) There are no other locations or facilities on the property ,which allow adequate access
to a pier, boat hoist or boathouse. Only one stairway or one lift is allowed, not both,
except where there is an existing stairway and the lift will be mounted to or is
immediately adjacent to the existing stairway.
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b) Such structues shali be placed on the most visually inconspicuous route to the
shoreline and shall avoid environrnentally sensitive areas.

c) Vegetation which stabilizes slopes or screens structural development from view shall
not be removed.

d) Structures shall biend with native, non-invasive vegetati,on so as to be inconspicuous
when viewed from shoreline. gfu

e) Canopies, roofs and sides are prohibited. Open railin&Lffi be provided where
required for safetY. '!" * l*n''

1) A maximum of 60 inches (outside dimensiont is ailq1$h&' ,t.iff.;r, walkways and
tifts. 

.*h:
g) Landings are allowed where required for safetygffi;@tral1 not exceed 40 square

feet. Attached benches, seats, tables, etc. are qphibiffi
h) Stairways, walkways ard lifts shall be sr@o@gpSles or footings. Any filling,

grading or excavation that is propose{dffit npdllhe requirements of section 19.0
FILLING, GRADING, LAGOONING, &ITED$IG, DI'ICHING AND
EXCAVATING of this ordinance. -'q*_g ,

2) Section 14.6 Other Structures (1) Fencegglgr -

a) With the exception of agricdffil ,&l.", in agricultural zone dishicts, fences are
prohibited within 75'of thqor@@-warer mark.

b) Existing nonagricultural len@rlrall irot be replaced, expirnded or en.larged but may be
maintained to their exffiffiffiions and qpe of material.

c) No fence sha1l exctSpi@8) feet in height and sha"tl not obstruct the adjoining
property ownerlsg.iew @$r water.

3) Section 1a.6 Other StruIW@&taining Walls shall not be allowed within 75' of the ordinary
high-water mark ofu@le waters, within 75 feet of navigable wetlands or within 40 feet of
non-navigable.ud@s. -e?

a) A nee&d;ffifg walls shall not be created by excavation activifies.

b) E$Bddgpel"tining walls. at their point of replacemenVmajor repair, shall be:

{:.l, i) @noved, or
,.g. i'i!;..'t* i@ 

"a*ed 
in height, or

,.&,- 'ai:..

d;gh@;ii) Rebuilt as deemed necessary by Zonng& Conservation Departrnent.-*{?-
"''' 

+.X.'-; -
D) With the TowrfSf Bass Lake, Sawyer County, Wisconsin being the legal property owner, the Town of

Bass Lake conditions of use for piers and boat mooring shall comply and abide with Chapter 30
Wisconsin Statues and Chapter NR326 Wisconsin Adminishative Code as reflected in DNR Publication
FH017 Pier Planner published August 2012 including, but not limited to:

1) Piers, wharves and moored boats must be placed in the "exclusive riparian zone", which is the
space in the water adjacent to the riparian property where the ritrrarian has the exclusive right
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to place structules. Two primary methods are used to determine the "exclusive ripari an zone",
this dividing line between adjacent owners.

2) The number of boat slips - the total of all watercraft docked at a pier or wharf including boats
in a boat lift or hoist - is limited to 2 boat slips for the first 50 feet of the riparian owner's
shoreline frontage and no more than 1 boat slip for each additional full 50 feet ofshoreline. In
addition to the boat slip allowance listed here, a riparian owner can;ecrre up to 2 personal
watercraft for the first 50 feet of the riparian owner's shoreline fro@e and one additional
personal watercraft for each additional firll 50 feet of shoreline. .,g6gfu,

3) A pier or wharf may not obstruct navigation. In narrow river.*S6g[anne$construct a wharf
parallel to the shoreline rather than extending a pier perpenffirla# it.

4) Pier or wharf placement and use may not harm the puhd8ffiJests in waterways, which
includes fish and wildlife habitat (such as spawning arg@iffi/egetatiory and waterfowl
nesting areas); water quality; natural scenic beauty; offiublic rffi eation and navigation. If you
have any questions about whether your project migHl &kfuffi public interests, contact your
local DNR Water Management Specialist. Iq4ffie cdffiDNR may recommend project
modifications to avoid harm to public rights. X K

5) A pier may extend out to the 3-foot water depth'fu4ffi4equat€: depth for mooring a boat or
using a boat lift or boat hoist. A pier gpr also extend out to a DNR-approved municipal
pierhead line. 

-ry'- *l;%,
x as measured at summer low 1."& -f,

6) Six feet is the maximum *idth alfudffiy portion of a pier or wharf. This width allows
safe loading of gear and passW!;

7) Although six feet is tfre m@ffifuiAth allowed, the pier or wlfurf may have an area wider
than six feet as a ioadieg pla@r.'The surface aleaa of the platform must not exceed 200
square feet. - I 

^. "* '*

8) Piers may be placgfftffiffi of configurations, including straight, or with a "T" or "L".
Catwalks, fingeffi or&ilar featues may be used for access to boat slips, as long as they
meet the size ]&twffiWa*a pier may not enclose or isolate any part of a waterway.

9) A pier may,g4gnfu the water as far as A, B, or C - whichever is further from shore:#*W\. ru
A - the.&foot $ftr depth

:-
* - qruW adequate depth for mooring a boat, or using a boat hoist or boat lift.

C *t&rj"@unicipal pierhead line (if one is established by a local ordinance).

1S3-@ oTtdharf can be a maximum of 6-feet wide. A pier can have a loading piatform as palt
a6@S&ier. The surface area of the platform cannot exceed 200 square feet (length x width).

The ffith is the shortest horizontal distance.

i 1 ) Generally, you may place a staadard mooring buoy in your riparizm zone of interest within 1 5 0
feet of the OHWM without a permit from DNR. Local ordinances may require permits. Consult
your municipality or local Conservation Warden for more information.

E) No camping allowed in the public accesses including the public access strips.
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F) Aly portion ofthe public access reseFrc strip cannot be included as part of the impervious surface,
for calculation purposes of the County's Shoreline Zoning Ordinance Section 21.2 in effect
September 20, 2012, as stated:

21.2 The petcentage of impervious surface shall be calculated by dividing tle surface area of
existing and proposed impervious surfaces on a shoreland lot or parcel within 300' ofthe ordinary
high-water mark by the total surface area ofthat shoreland 1ot or parcel lqfuted within 300' ofthe
^-.li-^-., L:^L .orumary rugn-water mark multiplied by 100. Any portion of a Town road @versing a lot, publicly
held parcels (parks, e.g.) or the public reserve strip in Northwoods.Wglqnot be included as
part of the impervious surface. for calculation purposes for non-pffily h@roperties.

*S E1
G) Required setbacks from the public access ship shall comply with the "S$ggffCounty Zoning Shoreland-

Wetland Protection Ordinance,' section 14.7 in effect September;@ffigstated:
14.7 Public reserye/access strip (Grindstone Lake and I-ac ffiurteffiiil"es). The setback from the

lakeside lot line of parcels adjacent to the public reserve/accfustriffiail be the greater of 75' fiom
the ordinary high-water mark or 10'from the lot line. 

. p.& l4{W,4"i
SECTIONS.AGREEMENTS '&g+,*

g€re"*
A) In order to provide for a method of removingfficrffig obstructions and items placed on the public

resewe strips owned by the Town of Bass Lake, thffior@g$ter into a syslem of reaching agreements witl
Landowners affected by this ordinance who have ffi{"bttructions and items upon the public access strip
immediately adjacent to their iands. ,ffi4;rffiF

* _{+;-.__

. 
,.%..:l,..u-*s

B) The agreement reached by the ffiin an€fue fandowner shail constitute a binding agreement between
the town and the landowner, and the la#FrfoffiPi and assigns. It shall identiff the item located on the public
reserve strip as falling into one of the c?iffiries'i"et forth in Attachment "A". Depending on the category into
which the item falls, the town an#ffiqfimdffi&er may reach different agreements affecting rvhether the item is
to be removed (as in the case offt+{rQ$flfu on a steep bank which may be beneficial to preventing erosion of
the lald) or, in the altemative, at ffiJrer exheme, items which are to be removed as soon as possible, such as
propane tanks and j unk pj@@e a@ement may also reflect different times in which rhe lardowner is ro
remove the item, dependffi on t1ftlcategory into which the item falls and depending upon ary other factors
which the Town deemqo Q$ggg*iare in a case-by-case analysis.

q*'qi@";
r..- *P-

C) fne.grffiffi&,Il identifu the amount of time the landowner shall have in which to remove the
item, repair theffig{She case may be, and if necessary, the method by which the item shall be removed and
shall contain any oth-effiovisions which shall be appropriate determined by the nature of the item and other
factors goveming its removal.

D. Under Section 4 of this ordinance, the Town has the authority to mandate and order the removal of
an item, the timing of the removal and any other conditions of the removal of the item in the event of a failure
of tho Town and the Landowner to reach an aseement affectins the item.
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E. The failure of the Landowner to comply with the terms and conditions of the agreement which has
been entered into by the Town and the Landowner shall constitute a violation of this ordinance, subjecting the
landowner to the penalties set forth below

SECTION 6. ENF'ORCEMENT H

A. The Town Chairperson or his/her designee, shall enforce the provisions of lbffilinanC€i'

%#n
B. When informed of an alleged violation of this ordinance, the To64ktu&igs Chairperson or his,/her
designee, shall investigate. ln the event that the Chairperson or the dffinee@:rriines that there is cause to
believe that a violation of this ordinance has occurred, the Chairpersffiu dffinee shall first issue a verbal
waming that a continuing violation of the ordinance may subje$$W Wiolator to a citation and to a
restraining order to enjoin the violation. In the event that either tffi aliegqftviolator cannot be found in order for
the issuance of a verbal waming, or in the event that the violatfuonffies a.fter a verbal warning has been
issued, the Chairperson or designee shall issue a written wamingffffi€ontinuing violation of the ordinance
may subject the alleged violator to a citation and to a resjmiping order to e4join the violation. In the event that
the alleged violation has not ended within a reasonabffimgffi4 no longer than ten (10) days following the
issuance of a writLen waming, the Chairperson or d%ndd ffi issue a citation alleging violatjon of rhis
ordinance. u"* 

"-.*, 
dfl

-&'u'#:
C. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragrqfu'@p9ve, in the event that the Trrwn, through its Chairperson
or his/her designee shall believe that a qpst@["ffi serious violation of this ordinance has occurred, tJre
Chairperson or designee may immediatel$ftssue fffiation and shall not be required to issue verbal or written
wamings. '%#@"

_. -'ffi&.

E-':q wb
SECTTONT.PENALTY 

3- '

-- 't".. 
-u

A) Any person, fi4$, asso@qion or corporation violating any provisions of this ordinance shall be fined
not less tJran Fifty Ooffiffi$.Wror more than One Thousand Dollars 11,000.00), together with courr costs
and coun assessments @i€Wffible attorney fees lor the prosecution of alleged. violalions of this ordinance
for a first offense. q-1..*k-e. =Ep

4F.... ',.
B) Any persoffffiin, association or corporation violating any provisions of this ordinance as an alleged

second offense within one (1) year from the date of the last violation, shal1 be fined not iess than One Hundred
Dollars ($100.00) nor more tlan One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) plus court costs and court
assessments and reasonable attomey fees for the prosecution ofalleged violations of this ordinance for a second
offense within one year.
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C) Any person, firm, association or cotporation violating any provisions of this ordinance as an alleged
third offense within one (1) year from the date ofthe first violation, shall be fine<i not less than Two Hundred
Dollars ($200.00) nor more than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) plus court costs and court assessments and
reasonabie attomey fees for the prosecution ofalleged violations of this ordinaace for a third offense within one
yeax.

D) A separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day dudng or o:n wh& a violation occurs or
continues. S.&tis&

-f#us 
*o

E) In the event that a pelson is found to have violated the provision$ffiS$'ordinance, the Town may
seek an Order of the Sawyer County Circuit Court requiring removal of itffiW.m&s)vements or constructions
in violation of this ordinance together with restoration of the locatiffiwhffihd'violation occurred to the
condition which it was in prior to the placement of the item or improvffient orffirnstruction upon the location
at the cost of the violator. The Town shall also recover from tlWdol%fficost of removal of the items,
improvements, or constructions and the cost of remediation and ffiiatigg of the area.

t"-&,*F'

F) In addition to the penalties stated herein, the To16 Chairp6frSn or designee may institute appropriare
action to seek to enj oin violations of this ordinance in gffio&O any of the other penalties or remedies stated
herein, including but not limited to application to the Sffi,yeffirty Circuit Court lor a Writ of Prohibirion or
Mandamus. e:h'q;%.dF

G) In atldition to the penalties *dd'#ffim"r*r in this section, the Town, through its Town
Chairman or designee may issue an order {e@6a@s to tlle public access strip for a period of not less than
one year for any conviction of a violation'Sthis @inance.

&":{i*w*
SECTIoN 8. cITArloN * * 

\%l
*t -, ' 4'{t *

A) With respectto tnqqpy'n{Epass Lake, issuance of Citations under Seclion 66.1l9 of the Wisconsin
Starutes is hereby authori4d. Se&sn bO.t tS is hereby incorporated in total by refi:rence, inciuding the ciration
form requirements.

.... 4t-- " 
'

B) The Cl@it Cout, Sawyer County, Wisconsin, shall have authority to accept cash deposits
for forfeitures d$€]&*d dfirsuant to the schedule as ordered by the Circuit Courl for Sawyer County:*ffiet-

-i€!.

1. First alleged offense: $50.00 plus court costs and court assessments.

2. Second alleged offense (within 1 year); $100 plus court costs and court assessm.ents.
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3. Third alleged offense (within 1 year): $200 plus court costs and court assessmonts.

SECTION 9. SEVERABILITY

Shall any portion of this Ordinance be declared invalid by court action, the Ordinaace as a whole and all
remaining portions shall remain valid and in full force and effect. &#
This Ordinance shall be effective upon publicafion or posting by the Town of$m;lerk as required,
pursuant to Wisconsin Statute 960.80. ffi
Adopted tlris- day of-_,20r6.

#%%
By the Town Board of the Town of Bass Lake, Sawyer County, Wir.orfu #-@ww

Town Chairperson, Justin Hall

Town Supervisor, Doug Mrotek

Town Supervisor, Dave Aubart

ltiitiii:i:ilti:,i . .ii :,i:i:i;l:
:!:::i:i!t::!ir::jirtt:: 

.

t:,,,,.,..,.,,.,,.,.,:.,. ::

.,'.iii...l.."'l..tl'i.'.:.iii:,illtr,,,
.:.i : : ..,.,.,: ,:: :

,'l.: .j'.:::: ::.i::r.:

:.'i:..:... " ::r...'.,...':i,

,,,r ,.. : ,. 
''iiiii' 

.,,.,.,,,,,,:,,.,, .: ,i :r,:iii

Toffi ,Supervisor, Joel Valentin

Attested:
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Attachment A

A. Immediate Items B. Short Term Items C. Long Term Items

Fences Fire Pits Boat Houses

Home Firewood Swings D$ht s
:l''.;.,

Trash walkways .,'ruiltlif$ffiur,,,.

Junk Benches .,,;,luiril,*ir-, tour;Ul'.il"
,,rii:,,': "::i....

Debris Flag Poles ,,1i,,,:,:,,,., 

r,,,1,'i'Deck Steps
'::' .::::.::::i::::Tires Landscaping (not large roc,,lgg),.,,,..i'1,,,.,.,,.,,,:,1i,.,1i,,,,=.,Stairs

Boats view sheds (can't r*built*'*ilit' 
'i''rr,'t,,,.,, "'"pu-p Houses

Trailers Hammocks ''il$iriu*,,., 
=,,,uii'i.t'' wells

cars Bell on Pole '..u'1u1lfii'rnlii' 

'*rt*'li.tli'il".ti." -

ii'i''i' ,.rli. SePtic

Drain Tile (DNR Violation) Patios i,,,,,1,,,,;,,,;", 

.,,1,'l'' Irrigation
"ti:r,..,:r.,,.. ..,,',::,.,:,

Concrete Block Column Picnic Tablel, '":iri'':'::i::i'i:ii:i'i' 
Chair Lifts

LP Tanks Chairs rlitl.i.;i'...rt' ,,,,.t , ,,

Holding Tanks ,iliili' 'iurlli: 
'r;:'1'

Satellite Dishes 
'*tiii 

iiiii.,i,,,,,,,,',..,,,i'i:
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